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Teaching spoken English means more grammar 

- not less!

By Hugh Dellar

[image: image2.jpg]NATIONAL
GEOGRAPHIC

LEARNING



Brian:
I want to buy a motorbike. What do you think I should do?

Keith:
You should look at the advertisements in the local papers.

Brian:
Which papers should I get?

Keith:
I think you should buy the local papers.

Brian:
What do you think I should do before I buy a bike?

Keith:
I don't think you should decide too quickly. You should check the condition of the bike. You should ask someone who knows about bikes to look at the bike for you. You shouldn't buy one just because it looks nice! You should be very careful.





Keith:
So how are you going to get to your new job?

Brian:
I was thinking of buying a motorbike.

Keith:
What, new or second-hand?

Brian:
Well, I'm not really sure. Second-hand, I guess. I haven't got that much money, really. I don't know. Do you know much about bikes? What do you reckon?

Keith:
Yeah, I used to have a bike, but I sold it. How much are you prepared to spend?

Brian:
Not too much. I don't know. Five or six hundred quid. I've no idea how much they cost. 

Keith:
Well, it'll have to be second hand then. You won't get anything for that price new. You should be able to get something decent second hand for that kind of money, but you need to be careful. There's no point buying something cheap which is then going to break down every five minutes.

Brian:
No, I suppose not. Where's the best place to look?

Keith:
You're probably best looking in Loot, but some of the local papers might have some ads. There's a shop down the road which I think sells second-hand bikes, but they'll probably be that much more expensive.

Brian:
Right.

Keith:
Then again, I suppose you'd have a bit more security if anything did go wrong. I mean, you could take it back.

Brian:
Yeah, that's true.

Keith:
Listen, maybe you should ask someone who knows a bit more about it than me. I could ring my mate Ben, if you like. He bought a bike a couple of months ago. He might be more use.

Brian:
Well, if you think he won't mind.

Keith:
No, I'm sure he won't. I'll give him a call now.

Brian:
Are you sure?

Keith:
Yeah, of course. No problem. I was going to call him anyway.

Brian:
Right, cheers. That'd be great.

Keith:
I'll just get his number.



Some ways to change your thinking on grammar

(
Stop thinking of grammar and vocabulary as separate things.

( 
Notice the ordinary patterns of language. 

( 
Think more in terms of fixed and semi-fixed chunks of language rather than grammar rules and labels.

( 
Think and notice patterns of exchanges beyond sentence level.

( 
Use more examples of conversation in class - either recorded or written. Write your own.

( 
Gap-fill listenings to help students notice them too.

( 
Use the board to show students how chunks can be changed and elicit other examples from students.

( 
Don't write single words.

( 
If it's a noun, ask what verb goes with it and what adjective?
( 
If it's a verb, ask what nouns go with it? maybe what adverbs?
( 
If it's an adjective, ask what noun goes with it? and then what verbs?
( 
As far as possible, write new words within naturally grammaticalised sentences or even dialogues.

( 
Always think if is it written or spoken language.

( 
If it's spoken, ask When would I say it? Why would I say it? Who would I say it to? 
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